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IN-THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
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The Honorable Society of the Inner Temple (Inner Temple)
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Dr. BR Ambedkar was the chief architect of the

Constitution. . .

The text of the Constitution prepared by

Ambedkar provided constitutional guarantees and ’
protections for a wide range of civil liberties for

individual citizens, including freedom of religion,

the abolition of untouchability, and the outlawing

of all forms of discrimination. '

17




.On 23rd August 1958, the then Prime Minister
of India, Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated the
University - at Aurangabad in the state of
Maharashtra -
*Objectives - To ~disseminate, create and
preserve knowledge and understand by
teaching, research, extension and service and
by éffective demonstration and influence of its
corporate, extension and society.

«The University is an examination as well as
teaching body. It carries out its own teaching
departments. At present Marathwada
University has 39 Departments
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Visit of the Supreme Coutt of Thailand
Monday, 18 July 2016

The role of the Supreme Court of Ireland .
Peter Charleton, judge of the Supreme Court

This court is not like the Supreme Court of United States of America. We
have never declared the economic policy of the government to be contrary
to our Constitution, as happened in the Roosevelt eta, we have never
declared that gay matriage is legal, as happened last yeat, and we have never
discovered a constitutional right to legalised abortion, like in Roe » Wade in
1973. You may say, from that, that we know our place. It's not that.
Fundamental to the European legal structure is the principle of legal
cettainty: you know when you’re going to coust what the law is but, more
than that, even when you are thinking about an action in your private
business life you know that the law is not going to be changed, that what is
wiitten out is what is going to apply. Fundamental to that law is the
Constitution, voted into law by the Irish people in 1937, and it is about that,
principally, that I want to speak today on the auspicious visit of the
Constitutional Court of Thailand. You are all very welcome: cead mile fiilte.

So, as we are not America, in this country we do not have arguments
between the strict constructionists, the teleologists, and those who think that
the words of our fundamental laws merely 2 guide as to what we might do.
The attitude of Irish judges is: there is a harp above my head, it has the
name of my country on it and this means that I'm as much bound by the
law as the people who make it in Diil Eiteann, our patliament, and the
people to whom it applies. I must say, that attitude, whether I was sitting as
2 judge in the High Coutt and knowing that my decisions could undermine
people’s hopes if not actually ruin their lives or sitting here in the Supreme
Court made it easier for me to decide cases. In effect, I feel that I am not
deciding the cases but am metely applying the law to people’s legal issues.
That way, knowing that I'm not deciding in favour of people because T like
‘them, ot don’t like them, or like or dor’t like what they represent, means
that T'm free of the awful responsibility of making up the law to fit the
circumstances, When you adopt that attitude, then instead of being some
kind of soutce of wisdom, you are metely a judge.

So, what kind of judging goes on in this coutt? Well, the Constitution in
Article 34.2° provides that the coutt system in Ireland is to be administered
by a coutt of first instance, COULLs of appeal and a coutt of final appeal. The
High Court is the main .court of first instance and it has unlimited



jurisdiction. The Circuit Court covers large areas of the country but is Jocal -
and limited, thought it does serious criminal cases sitting with a juty of 12
ordinary men and women, and the District Court is even more local and
limited and does criminal cases which are not very serous without a jury.
This 15 the court of final appeal. Up until 2015, this court heard all appeals
from the High Coutt. This system was devised back in- 1937, when there
wete then 8 judges in the High Court and 5 judges in the Supreme Court. So
for nearly 80 years, anyone who had a trial in the High Court, which has full
otiginal jurisdiction in felation to every kind of case and which can award’
either injunctive relief or damages or can overturn administrative decisions
ot judgement of lower courts on the ‘basis that there is an excess of
jurisdiction where the proper procedures were not followed, could appeal
their case to the Supteme Coutt. As the country became busier, the
workload of this court became unsupportable. Not only did important cases
come before this Court, but every kind of case could end up here. Since we
retain the right of people to bring theit own cases, that is meant that a lot of
what we deal with involve what we call lay litigants; unreptesented people
with no lawyer. Sometimes they have a genuine point but sometimes in the
background some genuine wrong has been done to them, but in many cases
cmbitterment and obsession make it very close to impossible to find out if
there ever really was an injustice. They take up a lot of time

The burdens on this court were becoming insuppottable from about the
year 2000. Over 80 yeats the number of judges in the High Court increased
from 8 to 40. So with a fivefold increase in the number of judges who wete
making rulings which could be appealed to the Supreme Coutt, at one point
the number of Suptreme Court judges doubled to 10, there atre now 9. In
consequence, in 2014 by‘consﬁtutional amendment a new Court of Appeal
was created which has the bulk of the jursdiction for all appeals from the
High Coutt and also for criminal appeals from juty trials which take place in
the Circuit Court. Now that backlog of cases has been moved to the Court
of Appeal, and it is clear that there is a real need for that court, which sits i
divisions of 3 judges, to.be enabled to sit moze than 2 panels of 3 every day.
With 6 judges sitting in 2 divisions, the other judges will be pteparing
judgements or getting ready for hearings.

Speaking of that, the biggest burden on an appellate coust, and on the
Supreme Court in particulat, is the vast bulk of papers which attive prior to
a hearing. Many of these documents are relevant but many of them are
irrelevant. Sorting out what is impottant and what is not important is crucial
to being ready for the heating. Nowadays, out jusisdiction has changed. We
don’t tend to do every kind of case anymote. The Supreme Court deals with
appeals from the Court of Appeal which involves points of law of “general
public importance”. That is the main and basic criteria. You can come
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directly on appeal to the Supreme Court from the High Coutt provided that
“there are exceptional circumstances warranting an appeal direct to” this
court in addition to it being a case of general public importance. In addition
you can appeals directly from the High Court or you can appeal after
another appeal has been heard in the Court of Appeal where the “interests
of justice” makes it “necessary that there be an appeal” That can happen
where, for instance, the case has been split up into a number of parts and
one part of it is already befote the Supreme Coutt and it makes sense to take
the other patts from the Coutt of Appeal rather than have what is essentially
the same case being dealt with on a piecemeal basis. '

By the way, in out jurisdiction we prefer to have cases decided as a unit and
not to split them up, as happens in England, so the legal issue is determined
apart from’ the facts or so that a particular section of the case is decided first
and other portions ate decided later on. Cases should be dealt with as a unit
and they come to us as a unit whete we then have the chance to decide
everything in the case and make a ruling affitming what is to happen in the
Court of Appeal of the High Court, as the case may be, or to make a
different ruling and order. '

It might be of interest to you to know something about the major cases that
have been heard in this court and which have led to decisions that ate cited
again and again. Well, our system of justice is based on the separation of
powers. The National Patliament and Senate pass laws and the executive,
essentially the government which has authority ovet various branches of -
administration such as local government, health provision, education and
job creation, administer how the country works. We do not administer how
the country works. While the Constitution says that the High Court has full
otiginal jutisdiction over “all matters and questions whether of law or fact,
civil of criminal”, it is not the function of the coutts to give people planning
permission for a new factory or skyscraper or to assess the taxation liability
of a citizen or to give out licences for fishing boats. We don’t do
administration of the State’s business. Judges have stated again and again
that we do not make law and we do not develop issues of policy into law.
What we do do is we say if the administration is abiding by constitutional
norms of fair procedures and if statutoty bodies like the planning board or
the child and family agency are acting within their legal limits. There is 2
jurisdiction in the High Coutt, which we exercise also on appeal, involving
administrative law but in hearing those cases we never actually grant the
licence or give planning permission, or whatever. We simply decide whether
the procedures adopted by the vatious bodies opetating under the
government wete fait procedures and took place within the jurisdiction of
the legislation setting them up. So if there was something wrong with the
procedute, a ruling is made to that effect and the matter is then simply
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referred back to the planning board or the fisheries officers or whatever it
may be so that they can then apply the cottect procedure. Perhaps they will
reach a different decision, pethaps not. What we don’t have in this country
are the kind of tribunals that they have an England, such as those dealing
with planning appeals or refugee matters where the court is empowered to
actually make a decision granting or refusing planning permission or dealing
with refugee applications where the court is empowered to say that someone
is or is not a refugee. No, instead, where there is an etror the matter goes
back to the decision maker to do it over again, but faitly this time and within
the limits of their powers. .

The whole idea undetlying all of these examples is the separation of powers.
The courts do not decide how to run the countty or say economic policy is
foolish. The coutts do not make legislation. The coutts are empowered to
say what parts of legislaion are consistent or inconsistent with the
Constitution but even there the courts are not empowered to take the bits
that they like, so to speak, and to get rid of the other bits if in so doing they
are, in effect, legislating. Something is either constitutional or
unconstitutional. We do not interfere with government and the government
does not interfere with us. The govetnment appoints judges but it does not
make judicial decisions. An early and robust example of the judiciary
asserting its independence was Buckley v Attorney General in. 1947. There, an
issue came before the coutts in relation to the owhership of property which
in fact belonged to a branch of an illegal organisation. The courts were set
to adjudicate on who owned the money, but as the proceedings
commenced, the legislature passed the Sinn Féin Funds Act 1947 which
attempted to stop that court case and give the government ownership of the
money. That Act was held to be unconstitutional The cousts prde
themselves as the custodians of constitutional rights; Szaze (Quinn) v Ryan
1964, and it was felt that it would nevet be permissible for the government -
to interfere in proceedings that ate before a coutt.

What ate these constitutional rights that we protect? Well, nowadays, one is
used to human rights conventions. Back in 1937, when the Constitution was
formulated, it was regarded as necessaty to make a biief and very forwatd-
looking document setting out the rights of individuals, which became out
Constitation. India copied these sections when they achieved independence
from Britain in 1047. Thus, in out constitution Article 40 provides that all
“citizens shall, as human petsons, be held equal before the law.” And then
there was reference io Treland guaranteeing “by its laws to respect, and, as
far as practicable, by its laws to defendant vindicates the petsonal rights of
the citizen.” No one knew what these personal rights exactly wete. The -
Constitution said that “in particulat” our country was through its laws to
“protect as best it may from unjust attack and, in the case of injustice done,




vindicate the life, person, good name, and property right of every citizen.”
This made clear that there was a right to life, a tight to the bodily integity
and mental integrity of your personhood, a right your good name and that
ptivate propetrty was protected. In addition it was provided that no one
should be “deptived of his personal liberty save in accordance with law”.
The Constitution also declated that there was a tight to freely express
convictions and opinions including criticism of the policy of government
but this was not to “be used to undermine public order or morality or the
authority of the State.” The farnily “in its constitution and authority” was to
be protected by the state undet Article 41, which also recognised “that by
het life within the home, woman gives to the State support without which
the common good cannot be achieved” and restrictions wete imposed on
divorce. As regards education, there is a right to basic education, which
- means primary education according to the text of the Constitution, but this

was later expanded to secondary education by judicial decision. Private
property also is protected in our constitution which says in Article 43 that
“man, in vittue of his rational being, as the natural night, antecedent to
positive law, to the ptivate ownership of external goods.” All tight, some of
this may be mysterious and some of it such as the reference to “external .
goods” may be expressed in somewhat strange language but these were the
rights actually specified in tetms of human rights, as opposed to voting
rights which ate also in the Constitution.

The major case which identified that there were more rights, human fights if
you like, more than those specified happened in unusual citcumstances. The
declaration of these unenumerated rights happened in a case called Ryan »
Attorney General in 1964. Some of you may have seen the film Dr
Strangelove’. In that film a nuclear war is statted by a crazy American
general setting off Armageddon because he has a problem with the
fuoridation of water: he rants on in the film that it was all “a Communist
plot”. He regarded the fluoridation of water as being an attack on his vety
bodily essence since, as he told one of the characters played by Peter Sellers
in the film, human beings are 90% water. Whether that’s true ot not, and I
certainly don’t believe that fluoridation is a Communist plot, children’s teeth
in Treland wete roting and so the government decided to put in some
fAuorine to address the situation. Mts Ryan had a setious objection to this on
the basis that she and her childten were going to be diinking the water and
you didn’t want anything in it that was unnatutal. How could she make such
2 case? Well, the Constitution is superior to all other laws and the case that
she was making was that the law allowing for water to be fluoridated
violated a higher, mote fundamental law, the basic law. Although Mrs Ryan
was far from crazy, she took essentially the same objection as in the film
because she said that the integtity of her body would be violated. But when
you think about it, a lot of legisladion and 2 lot of laws made vp by judges as
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part of the common law protect people against violations of the body. So,
you can’t assault people or sexually assault people and you can’t take from
them what 1s theirs. Normally you have a choice about what you eat and
what you dtink but the public water supply really leaves you no choice about
yout source of water unless you'ze in 2 position to dig a well of yout own.
For most people this is impractical. Although Mrs Ryan lost het case, the
famous decision of Mt Justice Kenny in the High Court declared that there
was a right to bodily integrity and that if the fluoridation of water infringed
that right it would be unlawful and contrary to the Constitution. This right.
was not in the Constitution, it was implied by judicial decision into it. The
experts in the case, however, proved that the fluoridation of water would
have no harmful effect on human health but would protect people’s teeth.
So, Mts Ryan lost her case. So, for the first time, we bad unenumerated
rights, that is rights that were not mentioned in the Constitution but
discovered by judges. This effectively provided a kind of an unwritten
human sights charter to judges in assessing the fairness of legislation in the
futute. Probably arising from that was the decision in Byrwe v Ireland in 1971
that acknowledged that the State could violate these rights and that hence
the State should have no -immunity from suit. In Ireland, citizens can sue
Ireland.

With regards to the ctiminal law, according to Article 38 of our
Constitution, all criminal procedures have to take place “in due course of
law”. This is again a vague phtase. It says more by implication than by its
precise text. This has lead to a number of interesting developments unique
to Treland. In The Peaple (Attorney General) v O’Brien in 1964 it was decided
that deliberate and conscious violations of constitutional rights by the police
required the exclusion of any evidence obtained in consequence of that
breach. This mednt that for several decades, Ireland had one of, if not the,
strictest exclusionary rules in the wortld. This rule was recently reassessed in
2015 by this coutt in a case called JC, whete it was held that exclusion is not
being for every mistake which leads to a breach of constitutional rights and
that a balance has to be struck as between the nature of the violation, how
serious it is, how deliberate it is and the natute of -the charge which the
accused is facing. In The People (Attorngy General) v O’Callaghan in 1966 also
came from Atticle 38 and there we had the setting down as a constitutional
right the presumption that people who are charged with a ctime ate in fact
innocent untl proven guilty. In consequence of the police simply having 2
suspicion artesting people that alone does not automatically deprive them of
their fight to liberty pending their tral. So, if you are charged with a crime in
Treland, you have a tight to be out on bail pending irial and during your trial.
The only way you could deptive someone of liberty pending a trial was on
the basis of the police proving that a person would not turn up for their trial
ot if they were granted bail that they would use that as an opportunity to



interfere with witnesses. In the aftermath of a shocking murder in 1996 of a
journalist called Veronica Guerin, who had devoted her life to investigating
the ctiminal underworld, it was determined by the people through an
amendment of the Constitution that whetre the prosecution proved that a
person was likely to commit serious offences while on bail, such accused
persons could be kept in custody pending their trial. There is also a
constitutional right to legal aid The Stasre (Healy) v Donghue 1976 and this arose
- from the fundamental tights implied into the guarantee of fair procedures in
criminal cases in the Constitution. - ‘

One of the most important cases in terms of the practical way that
administrative bodies have to go about their affairs, but more particulatly
applying to courts and tdbunals at all levels and exercising whatever
jurisdiction is one which atose out of the savage campaign of the self-styled
Itish Republican Army over 3 decades from 1968. A sum of money was
raised in the late 1960s for the relief of distress in the northern patt of this
island. That money disappeared, about £100,000, equivalent to several
million Euro today, and it was sought to blame someone who happened to
be the brother of a future Prime Minister of this country whose name was
Jock Haughey. A tribunal was set up, not within a court setting, but under
the auspices of the National Parliament and the proposal was to blame Mz
Haughey for the disappearance of the money and its diversion, appatently,
to terrotists. This terrible wrong was to be laid at the feet of a numbet of
people, including that of Mt Haughey who wis not happy and took a case
claiming that if he was to be found guilty in the court of public opinion, he
deserved a fair trial fitst. What the patliament had embarked on was a
hearing in which none of those who were effectively accused of what would
have been a grave moral wrong had any entitlement to see the documents
upon which this decision might be based, ot to cross-examine witnesses Ot
to tnake submissions. So the decision in the case of Re-Faughey in 1971 was
based upon the right to the good name of citizens which is guaranteed in the
Constitution. Before you could take away the good name of somebody you
had to exercise what were called natural justice procedures; that’s what this
Coutt held. So, it is a bit like a criminal tfal, but that is not always necessary:
in fact subsequent enquiries became exactly like ctiminal trials. Some people
say this is caused by a poverty of imagination. Some people say there are
many fait ways of enquiting into a setious public wrong that may not
necessarily be criminal and that you don’t have to use criminal procedutes to
do that. Tribunals enquiring into things which may result in someone’s good
name being taken away must now follow fair procedutes, even though any
such declaration by a tribunal doesn’t affect the rights in any way as it’s only
the opirﬁon of the tribunal. So, since 1971 the tribunal has to hear all of the
relevant evidence and has to gather together all the relevant documents,
marshal the witnesses, give anyone who might be affected by their: opinion
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sight of the documents and tell them what witnesses they ate going to call,
tell them the kind of thing that they might be accused of, a bit like a cdminal
charge, allow them to be represented so that they can cross examine the
witnesses and then enable them to make submissions as to why the good
name should not be affected. '

This decision didn’t in fact apply to tribunals of enquiry set up under the
Tribunals of Enquiry Act 1922, but it was so broadly based that it has since
been applied to all tribunals and enquiries. Essentially, fairness means
heating each side and treating each side equally. But, really nowadays we
have now interpreted this as being like a criminal or civil trial with full sights
of disclosure and representation to anyone about whom anything bad may
be said. Now, in 2016 there is a huge reluctance in govetnment to set up any
tribunal of enquiry into anything because one tribunal enquiting into
planning corruption took 14 years and another enquiting into political -
cortuption took 16 yeats. Tribunals take that long because of the huge
burdens of faitness they must meet énd because many of their decisions are
challenged in the courts. Before I was a judge, I was involved in a ttibunal
enquiting into corruption within the national police force but this only took
6 years. I managed to stick it for 4. Some people think that there must be a
better way, but what that is we do not yet know. Politicians cannot conduct
these kinds of enquities, as this court decided in 2002 in the case of Maguire
v Ardagh. That happens, parliamentary enquiries finding facts and blaming,
even excotating people, as you know in Great Britain and in the United
States of Armerica, where pethaps the McCarthy era witch hunts for
communists show how badly these things can go wrong. Thete has been a
proposal to amend the Constitution so that the National Patliament can
conduct these kinds of enquides and do them fairly but the last time the
government tried to bring that in four ex attorneys general came out against
the proposal and the people voted it down in the referendum.

By the way, in our system, as you have gathered, the Constitution can only
be changed by popular referendum. That has meant that we have had a lot
of teferendums held on such issues as divorce, abortion and the powers of
Parliament. When it comes to the Buropean Union, such a fraught subject at
the present time because the British have decided that they are leaving, the
provision of our constitution set up Eutopean law as what is in effect a
superior body of law to.that contained in the Constitution. This is actually
one of the most unique features of the Irsh constitutional tradition. From
1972, Article 29.4.10° adopts what one of out great jutists Séamus Henchy
described as a  parallel constitutional order. Fffectively, the entite
Constitution, with its guarantees of fundamental sghts, separation of
powers and national sovercignty is made subject to the Huropean Union. It
is supetior. The text provides that nothing in the Comnstitution “invalidates




laws epacted, done or measures adopted ... which is necessitated by the
obligations of membership of the European Union”. It further states that
the Constitution cannot “prevent ... from having the force of law in”
Ireland “laws enacted, acts done or measures adopted by the European
Union ot by the Communities or by institutions thereof, or by bodies
competent under the Treaties establishing the Communities”. The wotding
is deliberately overarching and conclusive, establishing constitutional
immunity to Butopean Union laws, measutes and acts. Lawmaking powets
which had previously vested in the Irish pagdiament were now transferred to
the Community. The judicial power of the State, which had been soveteign
and subject to no appeal, was pow, in terms of the intetpretation of
European instruments, subject to the ultimate conclusion of legal disputes
~ before the Court of Justice. There ate echoes here of the Gauweiler case

“1/1, C-62/14 - Gauweiler and Othets and of the German Constitutional
Coutt’s reaction to it. We just follow the Coutt of Justice of the European
Union on all matters of Buropean law.

With that suptemacy of Buropean law undet our constitution, howevet,
there is a price. Every time thete is 2 fundamental change in BEuropean law,
whereby we ate required to surtendet mote sovereignty to the European
institutions, the people have to vote for it. So we've had votes on the
Mazstticht Treaty, on the Single European Act, on the Treaty of Nice and
on some of these we voted no. Then something else was granted by Europe
and we held 2 second refetendum and we voted yes. That bappened twice.
The difference between us and the British is that we have voted on
everything. Some people argue that we were forced into having a 2* vote on
two occasions. That's a point of view on which I make no comment, but the
process hete of integration within Europe has been entirely democratic. All
of this flows from a decision of this coutt in 1987 Crozty v .An Taoiseach. In
that case a ptivate citizen successfully prevented Ireland from ratifying the
Single European Act by pleading that a referendum was necessaty, the
argument being that the constitutional order had been amended in 1973 by
the transfer of powers from Ireland to the Buropean Union but, unlike
othet provisions of the Constitution which, in common with many other
countries, are regarded as developing over time, these technical measutes
wete to be put in place once and for all. M Crotty claitmed that where there
was any fundamental change, there had to be a referendum. That argument

succeeded.!

So essentially, if what is happening in Burope is metely the filling in of detail
to a treaty that we have voted for, that’s fine, but if it is a case of some new
constitutional atchitectute in Europe, then Ireland will not be part of it

{ For a more detailed treatment of this issue see Peter Charleton, “EU Judicial Dialogue, from
Bilateralism to Multilateralism? (January 2016) Maastricht Journal of European and ComparativeLaw
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unless Ireland votes yes through the people voting yes in a referendum. We
have had 35 ptoposed amendments to the Constitution on which the people
have voted since 1937, about one every 2 years or so. That does not mean,
when we vote against a new European treaty, however, that we leave the
BEuropean Union. It simply means that, whatever the new development in
BEuropean law may be, our government is forbidden from going along with
it. McKenna v Ireland in 1995 also established that if the government is
holding a referendum, there has to be equal treatment of both sides in any
public information campaign and that the resources of the State cannot be
used to promote the amendment which the government wants, though of
coutse the government is petfectly free to argue on a party political basis on
the expenditure of party funds for what they feel is the right result. So, we
have had a lot of votes. Just by way of contrast, in Britain, the last vote that
took place before the cutrent, and possibly, disastrous one concetning
membetship of the Eutopean project was in 1975. That was on continued
membership of the Common Matket. So, when the British voted “Yes”,
they took ownership of the project. But that was 41 yeats ago and they have
not had a vote about any of the vety significant changes -that transformed
the European Economic Community into the European Community and
into the Buropean Union. We have voted on all of that. We have had public
debates on all of that. Since ther, we have had 4 referendums approving the
Maastricht Treaty, and the Single Furopean Act. As you know, the votes on
the Eutopean Constitution was halted after France voted “No”, on 29" May
2005, but when you vote on something you take ownership of it
Regrettably, the British were never asked to vote on new treaties, ones
which setiously changed theit unwritten constitution, pethaps because over
there patliament is sovereign. Here, the Constitution is soveteign and to
change it the people must vote.

We have also had cases on withholding medical treatment whese someone is
in a neat vegetative state, on the #ight to life of unbotn children and on
législation on the right of pregnant women to travel to obtain an aboition,
on the tight to earn a livelthood, and rights to education for handicapped
people, on the rights of persons coming from outside the country and on
socio-economic rights.

But, in reality, we ate not just a constitutional court We do all kinds of

cases. I personally revel in the opportunity to move from European law to
cases concerned with commerce to ctiminal cases to ones which involve
points concerning our Constitution. This year, for instance, we have had
cases on the meaning of the crime of rape, on when confessions to crime
are 10 be admitted into evidence, on how votes in elections ate properly to
be counted, on tax avoidance, on sentencing a prisoner in his absence, on
adding to the list of forbidden drugs by government order instead of
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legislation, on adverse possession of land and on mortgages. That’s naming
but a few. '

I'm sure in Thailand there are fascinating cases and I hope that this Lttle
survey of what we do in our Supreme Court has awakened in you some
memoties of the cases that you have done because after all, at the end of the
day, what anyone who is a judge is doing at whatever level they practice their
profession, is to try to administer law in accordance with justice. It’s a great
honour for us to have the Constitutional Court of Thailand visiting us and I
look forward to continuing our discussions mote informally.
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