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ABSTRACT

Thai society is currently facing a generation gap arising from differences in
values, culture, life experiences, and the rapid evolution of technological skills.
The Baby Boomer generation (1946-1964), known for its patience and aversion to
change, often holds beliefs and attitudes distinct from Generation Z (1995-2009),
who grew up immersed in technology, are confident, and eager to drive change. When
people from different generations lack spaces for dialogue and mutual leamning, they
tend to live in separation. Such differences can lead to misunderstanding,
prejudice, ageism, and even escalate into broader social conflicts that erode
interpersonal trust.

One of the pressing social issues today concerns differing attitudes and
interpretations of the national flag and its tricolor pattern among generations.
Older generations tend to regard the flag and related symbols as emblems of the
nation’s core values and institutions and reminders of the sacrifices of their ancestors.
Respecting the national flag is thus seen as a way of showing reverence to the nation
and preserving its traditions. Younger generations, however—sgrowing up in an open,
digital, and globally connected world—often hold attitudes that align more with global
citizenship than with a single national identity. While they do not reject the symbolic
significance of the flag, they tend to question its meaning, importance, and the broader
notions of nationhood and patriotism, often emphasizing social issues instead. These
differing perspectives reflect generational contrasts in thought, belief, and
interpretation. Without a constructive space for dialogue and understanding, such
differences may evolve into wider social tensions.

The project titled “Rule of Law and the Creation of Spaces for
Intergenerational Engagement: A Case Study of the Thai National Flag” was
therefore initiated to create and promote intergenerational spaces. Through
consultation sessions and small group discussions, held within educational institutions,
participants explore the Thai national flag as a case study—covering its historical and
cultural significance, legal implications, and the use of the tricolor as a form of soft
power. This approach acknowledges that the meanings of the flag and related symbols
are not fixed by the state alone but are constantly reinterpreted and valued differently

depending on people’s experiences, historical contexts, and perspectives. In other
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words, the meaning of the flag is continuously reconstructed through everyday
practices and political movements.

The project does not seek to reach a definitive conclusion on how people
of different generations view the flag or use its colors. Instead, it aims to cultivate “safe
spaces” for discussing sensitive social issues. A safe space is not designed for reaching
consensus, but rather as an environment where differing views can be expressed
respectfully. Key characteristics of such spaces include active listening, non-
Jjudgmental attitudes, and a shared commitment to understanding.

The success of this dialogue serves as an important case study
demonstrating that such conversations are not only possible but also highly effective.
The discussions have generated new insights, such as the concept of “consensus
within disagreement”, something that cannot be captured through surveys or online
debates alone. The project’s outcomes have also led to creative proposals for
activities, legal recommendations as shared social compacts, and policy suggestions
for government agencies. All of these share a common goal—to make the Thai national
flag a symbol that is inclusive and relevant to all Thais in the 21st century.

Ultimately, the project concludes that systematically creating and
expanding safe spacesis essential for fostering national reconciliation and
strengthening the rule of law. Such dialogue-based platforms can be adapted to
address a variety of conflicts—from local environmental disputes to national
constitutional debates. Promoting these spaces thus serves not only as an educational
opportunity for embracing diverse viewpoints but also as a powerful policy tool that
enables policymakers to understand the social dynamics underlying conflicts. This, in
turn, supports the development of more targeted and effective measures. In essence,
these safe spaces are vital instruments for rebuilding social trust and cultivating a
culture of deliberative democracy in Thailand.

Keywords: Generation Gap; Intergenerational Space; Thai National Flag; Rule of Law;

Deliberative Democracy
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€ Andre Bachtiger et al., “Deliberative Democracy,” The Oxford Handbook of Deliberative
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“® Thomas H. Bingham, The Rule of Law (London, England: Penguin, 2011).
°° Robert D. Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
(New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 2020).
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“" Michael S. North and Susan T. Fiske, “An Inconvenienced Youth? Ageism and lts
Potential Intergenerational Roots.,” Psychological Bulletin 138, no. 5 (2012): 982-97,
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0027843.

oc Ueangchokchai, C., Thongphak, K., & Panyadee, T., “Intergenerational Relationship
Program in Ban Na District: A Participatory Model for Community Cohesion,” Thai Journal of
Community Development 63, no. 1 (2024): 22-37.

*¢ Kamawatana, K., Saelim, P., & Jareansup, N., “Elderly Preferences for Intergenerational
Recreational Activities in Thai Urban Communities,” Journal of Aging and Social Policy 35, no. 2
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“® Generations United, “Intergenerational Solutions to Combatting Ageism,” accessed
July 2, 2025, https://publichealth.emu.edu/news/2024-02/dont-treat-us-fragile-babies-can-
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°? Columbia University, “Intergenerational Narrative Medicine Workshop Research Cluster
on Science and Society,” accessed July 2, 2025,
https://rcss.scienceandsociety.columbia.edu/research-projects/ongoing-project-intergenerational-
narrative-medicine-workshop.

o Cheung, M., “Intergenerational participatory co-creation to reduce ageism and
enhance belonging,” Educational Gerontology 49, no. 3, (2023): 183-197,
https://doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2023.2187107.
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