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Bribe-busting Bill

ULTURE

1,
DL NQT FOLD |
Tes OOTE 1

Bribe—busting Bill in india, where
corruption costs the public and private sectors
millions of dolars a year, demands for petly bribes
are frequently signated in cods: “Take care of
me” or, for a two-note handout, "Make Gandhi
smilz Wwice.” lilegal demands by police ang
bureaucrats are “deepiy ingrained in the cullure,”
says antlcorruption crusader Vijgy Anand, and
ara “taken as the norm.”

But 8th Piltar, Anand's grassrools citizens
group, is trying 1o creale a new narm—by printing
and passing out notes warth nothing at alf
(above}. Since 2007, 5th Pillar has distributed
1.3 million zero-rupee bills. Peaple give them as

Designed to look like standard
Indian cusrency, zero-fupse
notes are larger and printed on
thicker papar, That discouragas
tolding, which is a comman way
for bribes o be passed.

a polite protest to ofticials trying to sgueeze exira
payment for rovting services like issuing driver's
licenses or loans. The efiect has been to shame or
scare some public servants~who can go to jmitif
they're caughi—into honest behavior. The zero-
tupee nole, says enticorruption researcher Fumiko
Magano, embokiens peopls to assert thelr rights,
bacause when they're backed up oy Bth Piliar,
“they reallze they are not alone.”

Nor is india. Zero-gurrency notes are spreading
o help fight corruption in Mexico and Nepat
as wall-an affirmation of nonviolent resistanca
that would surely have made Gandhi smile
for real ~Mannah Bloch
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