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Abstract

Both the Constitution of Thailand BE.2540 Art. 34, and that of B.E.2550 Art. 35, 39, have
clearly guaranteed the privacy rights to the suspect in criminal case and such suspect will be firmly
presumed as innocent man. Before the final judgment indicates him guilt, he cannot be treated as the
prisoners at all.  Those provisions prohibit informing and distributing either texts or picture to the public
damaging and defaming the suspect’s rights except the requirement of the public interest.

In practice, the Royal Thai Police agencies, who act as the criminal justice personnel to bring the
criminal to justice, routinely declare the suspect’s identity and face to public through all kinds of media.
This conduct has been continuously criticized by the scholars and the National Human Right Committee
of Thailand; they conclude that such performance is the Constitutional violation against the guarantee to
the right of privacy. According to this legal debate, this research aims at studying whether the informing
and revealing the suspects’ identity and face to the public through the media will violate the right to
privacy of the suspect and if it is possible to make the public to aware of the criminal activity. This paper
tries to propose that such conduct might be useful to protect the public’s right to know about the criminal
activity and the access the public service operated by the Royal Thai Police. Moreover, the rights of
publishers or the press is very important in current era of democratic country. As a result, this research
has proposed the measures on informing and revealing the suspects’ identity and face that can protect both
the right of privacy and the right of the public simultaneously.

The researcher positively believes that the information operation is indispensable for the Royal
Thai Police because bringing the criminal justice is the obligated duty of the police officer and such
performance, which is the public service, should be declared to the public. If the police officers are able
to arrest the right suspect timely, the community will trust in the police capacity and finally will corporate
and comply with the law. However, informing and revealing the suspect’s identity and face must be very
careful or other words it must not cause the unnecessary defame to the suspects. Consequently, bringing
the suspect to declare to the public through the media must be normally prohibited except in the case that
the public interest demands, which the researcher cannot imagine about the mandatory criteria. In
conclusion, the Royal Thai Police should have not allowed its agents to inform and reveal the suspects’

identities and face, generally.
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