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Abstract

Freedom of assembly is developed from fundamental freedom of expression
which exists together with the democracy. This mechanism reflects people
participation in the politics, administration and good governance. The past
Constitutions of the Kingdom of Thailand including the current Constitution
adopted and protected this freedom.

The belief on existence of freedom of assembly has developed and expanded
through the borderless communication. Assembly will be involved by 3 groups
which are group of demonstrators, group of state officials who are responsible for
peace and order and group of third parties who wants to use the public space but
unable to use such space. Due to the law on public assembly, aiming at
establishing frameworks and guidelines on rights and duties of each group of
people, is not enacted. Therefore, the term of “freedom of public assembly” is
interpreted differently.

The Act on Public Assembly should be enacted to solve mentioned problems
and to establish frameworks on the enjoyment of rights and freedoms of the
demonstrators and the third party groups. Other non-assembly laws will not be
enforced by state officials. However, enactment of the Act has to be aware of
protection of people’ rights and freedoms rather than the control until the freedom
of public assembly cannot be achieved in line with the Constitution’s Spirit.
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