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Abstract

Title Democracy in ASEAN
Writer Mr. Peerasak Chantavarin
Course Rule of Law for Democracy, Class 1, 2013

Key Words Democracy, ASEAN, Political Participation

Countries in Southeast Asian region, which unite as ASEAN, share
similar political culture which is influenced by Asian way of life, patronage
system, strong sense of obligation, getting acquainted in being follower and strong
bond of social dependency. However, countries in ASEAN adopt different types of
political module and enjoy different level of democracy which is resulted of
different kinds of social environment, different ethnic groups, different historial
experiences and different ideological struggle. In this regard, it is not possible to
easily judge which type of democracy is better than the others since it is up to the
respective country to found the democracy in a way that could transform it into
national power.

Scope, quality and efficiency of each type of democracy are varied to
different factors such as political players, political institutes and the balance of
political power in that society. Trend nowadays reflects the increasing of political
participation and the better level of democracy in many ASEAN countries. Such
positive development is resulted of globalization, the growth of middle class and
the need for improving political environment which will encourage development,
stimulate economic growth and support the move towards closer ASEAN
community.
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