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Abstract

Democracy and concept of enactment of laws concerning
public assembling

Article 63 of Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550
(2007) provides that, a person shall enjoy the liberty to assemble peacefully
and without arms. Such liberty is limited only when there is provision of law
in the case of public assembling and for securing public convenience in the
use of public places or for maintaining public order during the time when the
country is in State of war, or when a State of emergency or martial law is
declared.

For the past many years, there has been an attempt in proposing the
Public Assembling Act B.E. .... Such Act regulates public assembling as we
have seen in many democratic countries. Such law helps systematizing public
assembling and creates concrete guideline for orderly conducted public
assembling. Such law can be of a great use to relating organizations, police,
and public assembling participants. Such regulation will balance freedom of
persons who want to assemble and of those who do not participate in the
event. Society does not unanimously agree with the concept of regulating
public assembling. The proponents of the rule see that such system affirms
rights to public assembling. Government officials will have confident and
clear practice guideline based on power conferred by the Public Assembling
Act when dealing with public assembling. The opponents of the rule see that
such system does not encourage people to exercise the freedom of assembling
which is the right supported by the constitution. The system suppresses and
limits right of the participants in public assembling. However, there was the
dissolution of the House of Representatives before the Public Assembling Act
B.E. .... passed.

If the Public Assembling law was to pass, the interested parties need to
learn and adapt such concept to the Thai environment. The regulation shall not
suppress the right to public assembling conferred by the constitution. Such
regulation should encourage peaceful and unarms assembling. People should
participate in the enactment process because this law will affect their
constitutional right. Understanding should be made among interested parties
so the law can be enforced effectively for the sake of society at large and
prosperity of democracy.
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